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STORY

LOVE 
BASKETBALL 

The main reason I started coaching women’s 
basketball is because I had two daughters, 

Luna and Matilda, and I wanted them to play 
basketball. In Spain it is very easy to find places 

to play but in the UK it’s a real challenge. So I 
decided to post an advert on internet and I built 

up a first team: the Putney Penguins. 
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A
fter the first year, the response was 

so overwhelming and the club was 

expanding. I decided to build a 

basketball academy specialised in 

training girls and women, so that 

when my daughters grow up they 

have a place to play. Over the years we have built up strong 

links with basketball teams and organisations from all 

around the world. 

We are currently the biggest women’s basketball club in the 

UK with over 300 players and two leagues; the SUPERLEAGUE 

and Division 1. We play and train at 5 different venues 

purpose built basketball courts across London. 

At the Love Basketball Academy, everyone is welcome. We 

provide playing and coaching opportunities for girls and 

women of all ages; irrespective of ability, experience or 

nationality. Love Basketball Academy is more than a club, 

it is a big family. Among our players we have teachers, 

nurses, lawyers, waiters, photographers, personal trainers, 

singers, pilots, models, students and many more, all united 

and dedicated to playing the sport that they love. 

In 2018 we launched our Love Basketball sessions for 

kids, which has been hugely successful. There are now five 

teams; Bumblebees, Koalas, Kangaroos, Zebras and Vikings. 

In 2020, we are starting a new competitive league called 

the LOVE BASKETBALL JR. LEAGUE. In the coming years, as 

interest continues to grow, we are excited to add more kids 

teams to this league. 

We are involved with the local community and support 

access to promoting basketball and developing skills for 

children. Myself and other Love Basketball Coaches run 

after school mentoring programmes and in house clinics 

for primary and secondary schools. 

My dream for my little girls to have access to and share their 

passion for basketball has turned into a successful and exciting 

Academy. Over the years, it has been truly inspiring to see this 

little club grow into something amazing and rewarding. 

Thank to everyone for making our Academy so unique 

and special.  

See you at the court!  

Jose Martin

FOUNDER & DIRECTOR

Love Basketball Academy

“...we are 
the biggest 
women’s 
basketball 
club in the UK 
with over 300 
players...”
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THE SUPERLEAGUE
OUR TEAMS
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THE DIVISION 1
OUR TEAMS

VIKINGS
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2019/20

The Superleague is the biggest Women’s 
Basketball League in London. We have a total of 7 
teams with regular season games and play offs. 

We welcome players from all nationalities, ages and backgrounds. Our ultimate goal is to 

provide a competitive and friendly basketball league that you and your teammates will look 

forward to playing in, season after season.

Here is why you should join:

• You Love Basketball! 

• You want to train and play games at some of the coolest basketball venues in London.

• You are looking for a flexible league that is compatible with your work/studies.

• You used to play, but haven’t played for a while and you are keen to hit the court again.

• You want to have fun, get fit and meet new people in London.
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2019/20

Welcome to the Division 1! This is a recreational 
and social Women’s Basketball League in London. 

Teams and players in this league are focused on having fun and improving their 

basketball skills. We welcome players of all levels of abilities, ages and experience. In 

this league, you will have plenty of chances to play games, train with great teammates 

and shoot hoops with friends! Whether you are an experienced player or a complete 

beginner, if you Love Basketball and you want to be part of the Division 1 get in touch 

with us and we will save you a spot.

You should join our League if:

• You want to have fun, get fit and meet new people. We organise several social events 
with all our teams every month.

• You have played netball, football, handball or any other sport and you would like to 
learn how to use and transfer these skills to a new sport: Basketball!

• You are looking for a flexible league compatible with your work. 

• You want the option to attend multiple trainings per week. You will have the opportunity 
to train 4 times per week, with sessions across London to fit in with busy lifestyles. 
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PLAYER OF THE MONTH
After games and training sessions, we like to get the teams together to have 

some food and drinks. Every month, we have a raffle with prizes and one lucky 

Love Basketball Academy player is chosen as the ‘Love Basketball Player of 

the month.’ 

We have amazing partners and sponsors such as Nike, Wilson and NBA store 

who provide incredible prizes for the lucky winners.  

What’s hard work 
without a little reward 

– Love Basketball 
Academy has a great 

social side too!
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OUR PARTNERS
Nike
Our mission is what drives us to do everything possible to expand human potential. We do 

that by creating groundbreaking sport innovations, by making our products more sustainably, 

by building a creative and diverse global team and by making a positive impact in communities 

where we live and work. Based in Beaverton, Oregon, NIKE, Inc. includes the Nike, Converse, 

Hurley, and Jordan brands.

www.nike.com

Wilson
Wilson is the world’s leading manufacturer of ball sports equipment and the official game ball 

for the NCAA Championships, NCAA March Madness and FIBA 3X3 World Cup. Love Basketball 

Academy is proud to announce a 2 years partnership agreement with the American brand 

Wilson which is the official ball of the SUPERLEAGUE.

www.wilson.com

HEX
HEX is dedicated to the best sports and team logos, branding and creativity.

instagram.com/hexbranding

NBAstore.eu
NBAstore.eu is the only place to get Nike NBA Jerseys, NBA Nike Fashion and new Era 

Snapbacks. The NBA store stock all 30 teams from Eastern & Western conferences, so 

whichever NBA team you support, get your jersey, fashion, equipment, headwear

and souvenirs here. 

www.nbastore.eu

WBBL
The Women’s British Basketball League (WBBL) is the top-level women’s basketball league in 

the United Kingdom. WBBL was founded on 5th June, 2014, as the women’s counterpart to 

the British Basketball League (BBL). The league’s headquarters are in Leicester alongside the 

offices of the men’s BBL.

www.wbbl.org.uk
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BASKETBALL
“MY ONE 
CONSTANT”

B Y  G I U L I A  Z E C C H I N I

“...basketball is not only a sport I play, but a huge influence in my life...”
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L
iving across four countries and seven 

cities, Basketball has been the one 

constant in my life. From school, to 

university life and now working life, I 

feel lucky enough to have a passion that I can maintain 

everywhere. Moving to London however, was a little 

trickier, with basketball not being a popular sport and 

women’s teams being few and far between. Luckily, I found 

Love Basketball Academy, as did the other 200+ girls in 

the Club. I actually chose my house in London based on 

proximity to the court to make sure I could attend all 

sessions planned and make the most of the academy. I 

have been in the club over three years now and it is the 

first time since living in Italy that I have been able to play 

basketball five times a week with a bunch of incredible 

women from all walks of life. During my time at the 

Academy I have made friends for life, and what amazes me 

every day is the amount of nationalities and careers 

present in the club. From Texas, to Australia, teachers to 

lawyers, we have the most incredible global network, 

something that I can’t say I have experienced before in a 

sporting setting. 

Basketball is not only a sport I play, but a huge influence 

in my life. Most of my childhood was spent watching AND1 

mixtapes, copying the way Allen Iverson dressed and 

emulating the stars I saw on TV. Unsurprisingly, sneakers 

became a big part of my life, from Jordan launching 

his most famous silhouette, the Jordan 1, through key 

moments in the sport such as the “Shattered Backboard 

game” in Trieste and the “Banned” colour way. I started 

collecting young, and pride myself in a precious collection, 

heavily influenced by my love of the game. From Jordan’s to 

Lebron’s, Kyrie’s to KD’s, basketball has truly shaped what 

my collection now looks like, and will forever play a part in 

my aesthetic.    

Follow Giulia on instagram @giuliaz12.

PLAYER’S HANDBOOKwomensbasketballlondon.co.uk 13



LOVE BASKETBALL 
AMBASSADORS

Natalia Bucyk

Natalia started playing professional basketball at the  

age of 16. She joined the CCC Polkowice, who are the 

current Polish Champions of the Energa Woman Basket 

League. Whilst playing for this team, she had the chance 

to compete in the FIBA EuroLeague Women. During the 

2017/2018 season, she moved to London and continued 

developing her skills and mindset with the help of Love 

Basketball Academy Head Coach Jose Martin. Natalia 

recently signed a professional contract with the Polish 

team; MON- POL Płock, for the 2018/2019 season. The 

MON-POL Plock squad is one of the most competitive 

teams in the 1st Division of the Polish Woman Basket 

League. We are looking forward to seeing Natalia fighting 

for the MVP and the Championship this upcoming season.

Diana Voynova

Diana has had an incredible basketball career. She began 

playing in the USA, where she spent 5 years playing 

competitive basketball for Duquesne University. Diana 

started her professional career in Bulgaria playing for 

Dunav Russe, where she won the Cup, League, and Playoffs 

(2011-12 season). She was selected to the Bulgarian senior 

national team. In 2012, She joined Team Northumbria, 

where she captained the team to a victory in the Cup 

in 2014. In 2014-15, Diana played in Italy for Stabia 

Basket (A2) where she was named Bosman Player of the 

Year. In 2015-16, she returned to Team Northumbria 

where she won the Playoff final at the O2 Arena against 

Nottingham Wildcats. In 2016, Diana went to Germany 

where she played 2 seasons for BC Pharmaserv Marburg 

part of the German 1st Bundesliga. In her first season 

with Marburg, she won bronze (2016-17) finishing 3rd in 

the league. During her second season, in 2017-18, they 

finished runners up in the CEWL League (Central European 

Woman’s League) and 4th in the German Bundesliga. Diana 

has retired from professional basketball and currently 

plays for the London Flamingos in the Superleague. 
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Justin has had an incredibly successful 

professional basketball career, playing 

in many different countries including 

in Greece, the Ukraine and France; 

just to name a few.  

He played for Rider University during 

his college career. He scored of over 

1,000 points, after only missing 2 

games the entire season.

He currently plays for the London 

Lions. He captured the title of League 

MVP in 2017-2018 and did it again last 

season with the following credentials:

• BBL Championship Winner

• 19.2 points per game

• 4.9 assists per game

• Career-high of 35 points

• BBL Cup winner

He is not just the most valuable player in 

the UK, he is an inspiration, a role model 

and a mentor who offers support and 

encouragement to younger basketball 

players. He can be seen at Superleague 

training sessions, running drills, taking 

skills sessions and providing motivational 

messages to inspire the league. He has 

also lent a helping hand, running junior 

basketball development clinics. 

Justin Robinson
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Love Basketball Academy at 
the o2 Arena for the 2019 
BBL and WBBL Playoffs final
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TEAM
OF THE YEAR 2019

I
I joined Love Basketball in October 

2015 as a total basketball novice. At 

the time there was only one Division 1 

team, and now the league has a total 

of twelve! 

I was one of the first people to be allocated to a new team 

called the VIKINGS. When Gaia and Lili joined the club, Lili 

became our captain and the Vikings team was formed. We 

soon developed a culture of ‘fun’. This culture soon became 

embedded in the team and anyone who joined the Vikings 

became indoctrinated into the Viking philosophy. 

In the 2017-18 I became co-captain due to longevity. During 

that season we had no choice but smile our way through 

games as we lost every single game and finished bottom of 

the league. We began taking silly photos to take the edge 

off losing! 

The following season, despite three broken fingers we 

rose from the ashes and finished 2nd in the league! I feel 

immensely proud of every single Viking, both past and 

present, who has contributed something towards what 

it means to be a Viking. It was therefore with great joy 

and appreciation, that we were crowned ‘Team of the 

Year’ last season, in recognition for our efforts at always 

having fun!

Thanks Love Basketball Academy  

B Y  F R A N  F R E E L E Y ,  V I K I N G S  C O - C A P T A I N 
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Dear Basketball ,

From the moment

I  started roll ing my dad’s tube socks

And shooting imaginary

Game-winning shots

In the Great Western Forum

I knew one thing was real :

I  fel l  in love with you.

A love so deep I  gave you my al l  —

From my mind & body

To my spirit & soul .

As a six-year-old boy

Deeply in love with you

I never saw the end of  the tunnel .

I  only saw myself

Running out of  one.

And so I  ran.

I  ran up and down every court

After every loose ball  for you.

You asked for my hustle

I  gave you my heart

Because it came with so much more.

B Y  K O B E  B R Y A N T 
V I A  T H E  P L A Y E R S ’  T R I B U N E

Dear 
Basketball
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I  played through the sweat and hurt

Not because challenge cal led me

But because YOU called me.

I  did everything for YOU

Because that ’s  what you do

When someone makes you feel  as

Alive as you’ve made me feel .

You gave a six-year-old boy his  Laker dream

And I ’ l l  always love you for it .

But I  can’t love you obsessively for much longer.

This season is  al l  I  have left to give.

My heart can take the pounding

My mind can handle the grind

But my body knows it ’s  t ime to say goodbye.

And that’s  OK.

I ’m ready to let you go.

I  want you to know now

So we both can savor every moment  

we have left together.

The good and the bad.

We have given each other

All  that we have. 

And we both know,  

no matter what I  do next

I ’ l l  always be that kid

With the rolled up socks

Garbage can in the corner

:05 seconds on the clock

Ball  in my hands.

5 … 4 … 3 … 2 … 1

Love you always,

Kobe
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GODOLPHIN &  
LATYMER SCHOOL
Iffley Rd

Hammersmith

London W6 0PG

HOLLAND PARK SCHOOL
Campden Hill 

Kensington

London W8 7AF

SAINT CECILIA’S CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND SCHOOL
Sutherland Grove, 

London SW18 5JR

THE REGAL
5 Beaufoy Walk (off Black Prince Road) 

Vauxhall

London SE11 6AA

SOUTH THAMES COLLEGE
Wandsworth High Street

Wandsworth

London SW18 2PP

At Love Basketball 
Academy we train and 
play games at some of 
the coolest and most 
exclusive basketball 
venues in London.

VENUES
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Love Basketball Academy Nike Sessions
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In our Academy, we develop and encourage female role models as positive influencers and advocates within 
their peer group. This is Lucca’s testimonial, who has been in our Academy since she was 16 years old. 

In London there are not enough teams or local leagues 

that offer a place for young girls and women to play 

sports.Now they have the opportunity to be part of 

the Love Basketball Academy. At our Academy, we 

welcome all kinds of abilities and experience. Our 

goal is to promote Basketball for girls and women in 

London. Whether you are an experienced player or a 

complete beginner, if you Love Basketball, this is your 

Club! Email info@lovebasketball.co.uk and let us 

know a little bit about yourself or use the contact form 

below. We’ll get back to you and get you along to a 

training session.

LOVE BASKETBALL 
FOR GIRLS

COME JOIN OUR ACADEMY

Two years ago I started playing 

basketball for my previous school. 

I have been completely overwhelmed with how 

incredible the club is. We train at great venues at a very 

high intensity; working on fitness, technique and game 

play. Love Basketball Academy has allowed me to build 

a starting ground to play basketball at a competitive 

level and to continue this throughout my life and 

hopefully overseas at university. I have met players of 

all ages, from all over the world. I have met women who 

have a high level of experiences in the game. A prime 

example of this is Harriet Yea, an ex-professional, who 

played for Great Britain National team. She 

won Sportswoman of the Year 2015 for her 

exceptional feats on the basketball court. Having 

these players as role models to the younger generations 

of the club is incredible. I am forever grateful to be able 

to play at the same level as my male counterparts. This is 

a great example of equality in sport. We should all have 

the same opportunities to play the game of basketball 

and thanks to Love Basketball Academy this has been 

made possible for many girls and hopefully 

it will be able to grow and promote women’s 

basketball.

We want to break down the barriers girls and women face
when getting involved in sports. Promoting gender equality,

developing self-confidence and a healthy body image
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Love Basketball Academy runs sessions for 
boys and girls during the school term. 

 For more information and to register contact 
us at info@lovebasketball.co.uk

FRIDAYS

AGES: 4-6, 7-9 years old 
TIME: 5:00pm to 6:00pm

AGES: 10-12, 13-15 years old 
TIME: 6:00pm to 7:00pm

VENUE: 
South Thames College, 
Wandsworth High Street, 
London SW18 2PP

SATURDAYS

AGES: 4-6, 7-9 years old 
TIME: 11:00am to 12:00pm

AGES: 10-12, 13-15 years old  
TIME: 12:00pm to 1:00pm

VENUE: 
South Thames College, 
Wandsworth High Street,
London SW18 2PP

IF YOU WANT YOUR KIDS 
TO LEARN A NEW SPORT, 
AND HAVE A LOT OF FUN, 

WE ARE YOUR CLUB!
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1. Time: Be 15 minutes early for practice  
(stretching and running). 

2. Teammates: Respect. Encourage. Support.  
Know the names of every player. 

a. We love to see players encouraging others when they 

score a basket, make a good pass or steal a ball. We do not 

tolerate players talking negatively about any other player.

b. Find out more about your teammates! Thanks to them, you 

may get to know a great restaurant, find a new job or go on 

holidays together. 

c. We play basketball because it is a lot of fun.  

d. Be kind and helpful with players with less experience. At the 

club there are many different levels and skills. All players 

in every team deserve to play in every game.This is our 

philosophy and we strongly stand behind it.

e. Your captain will add you to the Whatsapp Group of your team 

once you join. Please follow the Whatsapp code of conduct.

f. Our Club is pretty unique and special because the players 

and coaches that join us are great people. This is not a 

coincidence we choose them this way. We want positive 

people around us and we have a zero tolerance policy 

regarding bad manners and “toxic players” in our Academy. 

If we are aware of this kind of behaviour, the player/players 

will have to leave the club.     

3. Bathroom/Water/Other: Never leave the court without 
permission, unless it is an emergency. 

4. Mobile Phones: Phones will be turned off or put on 
silent before practice begins. The same rule will apply 
during games.

5. Court: Be sure you collect all your belongings and you 
don’t leave anything at the court after each training 
session. If you are taking a shower, be fast as some 
venues have to lock the building.

6. Training Sessions:  If you have any questions regarding 
training sessions, times and venues you can contact our 
League Manager and Club Secretary Javier Pedraza at 
javier@lovebasketball.co.uk

7. Games: We do have a schedule to keep, so be respectful 
and on time. All the players should have the Captains and 
Co-captains mobiles. If you are going to be late to training 
or to a game you have to text or call your Captain to let 
her know.

Our Academy is more that just a Basketball Club, we 
are a big Basketball family where you will be able to 
make a lot friends and meet people from all different 
backgrounds and nationalities. Our Club is the only 
one in London that offers that many training sessions 
per week and organise the most fun a competitive 
Basketball Leagues only for women..

HOW TO PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Once you join the our Academy you will need to set up a 
standing order to the club account

• THE MEMBERSHIP HAS TO BE PAID THE 2ND OF EACH 
MONTH. Any player paying later than this date will incur 
in a £20 administration fee.

• IF A PLAYER WANTS TO STOP THEIR MEMBERSHIP 
NEEDS TO GIVE A 30 DAYS NOTICE TO THE CLUB BY 
EMAIL. A new joining fee £25 will have to be paid if the 
Club is not informed.

• THE MEMBERSHIP FEE IS FOR BEING PART OF THE 
CLUB, LIKE A GYM MEMBERSHIP, REGARDLESS OF THE 
DAYS THAT A PLAYER ATTENDS

For the Academy to be sustainable it is crucial that all 
the players pay their membership fees on time. It is the 
responsibility of the member to make this happen. If 
your membership is not up to date you will not be able to 
attend to any training sessions or games until the payment 
is received.

JOINING FEE - £25
The joining fee covers admin fees and is not refundable. It 
needs to be paid after the first session.

MONTHLY FEE - £60
Your membership includes all the training sessions and 
games in the most competitive women’s basketball leagues 
in London.

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP - £50
We offer a reduced fee for students. We have a limited 
amount of Student Membership available in the club.

BENEFITS OF THE PLAYER MEMBERSHIP INCLUDE:
• Free Love Basketball warm up t-shirt when you join  

the Academy.
• Monthly Raffles with awesome Basketball prizes from 

Nike & NBA Store
• Weekly training sessions with experienced  

qualified coaches.
• Discounted tickets for WBBL & BBL games.
• Organised social events and tournaments during the year. 

CODE OF CONDUCT MEMBERSHIP
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OUR 25 GREATEST BASKETBALL MOVIES OF ALL TIME
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